THE ORIGIN OF THE IGNORANCE

that is what was evidently meant by the Asat, the
Non-Existent of the Taittiriya Upanishad, which
alone was in the beginning and out of which the
existent was born, and possibly too it may be the
inmost sense of the Nirvana of the Buddha: for the
dissolution of our present state by Nirvana may be
a reaching to some highest state beyond all notion
or experience of self even, an ineffable release
from our sense of existence. Or it may be the
Upanishad's absolute and unconditioned bliss which
is beyond expression and beyond understanding,
because it surpasses all that we can conceive of or
describe as consciousness and existence. This is the
sense in which we have already accepted it; for the
acceptation commits us only to a refusal to put a
limit to the ascension of the Infinite. Or, if it is
not this, if it is something quite different from
existence, even from an unconditioned existence, it
must be the absolute Non-Being of the nihilistic
thinker.

But out of absolute Nothingness nothing can
come, not even anything merely apparent, not
even an illusion; and if the absolute Non-existence
is not that, then it can only be an absolute eternally
unrealised Potentiality, an enigmatic zero of the
Infinite out of which relative potentialities may at
any time emerge, but only some actually succeed in
emerging into phenomenal appearance.  Out of
this Non-existence anything may arise, and there is
no possibility of saying what or why; it is for all
practical purposes a seed of absolute chaos out of
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